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Students have been 
adopting a new com-
mitment pledge that 
outlines what it means 
to be a Xavier student. 
Copy Editor Rich Meyer 
has the story.
Xavier senior Emily 
Boutilier and her family 
biked across the country 
this past summer. Staff  
Writer Tim Wilmes has 
the story.
Student, alumna receive prestigious awards
Two members of  the Xavier 
community have been awarded 
prestigious scholarships to further 
their academic careers.
Current junior and former pres-
ident of  the Student Government 
Association Andrew Dziedzic was 
selected as a 2014 Truman Scholar, 
and 2010 graduate Ashley Bonnell 
was awarded a 2014-15 Fulbright 
U.S. Student Award to Morocco.
The Harry S. Truman 
Scholarship Foundation is a living 
testament to the 33rd President 
and supports the graduate educa-
tion and professional development 
of  outstanding young people com-
mitted to public service leadership. 
Since its creation in 1975, the 
Foundation has supported almost 
3,000 Truman Scholars who are 
using their awards to make a dif-
ference across the nation and 
around the globe. 
This year, the Foundation re-
viewed 655 files from 294 insti-
tutions. Fifty-nine students were 
selected based on their records of  
leadership, public service and aca-
demic achievement. 
Dziedzic is from St. Louis and 
is a double major in economics 
Managing Editor 
Taylor Fulkerson sits 
down with Josh Wamsley, 
owner of  Mazunte, a lo-
cal Mexican restaurant.
and Xavier’s Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public program. After 
graduation, he intends to pursue a 
joint Master of  Public Policy and 
Juris Doctor. He is the third Xavier 
student to be named a Truman 
Scholar. 
He will use his scholarship to 
study at the London School of  
Economics next year and partici-
pate in an internship in Parliament 
through the Hansard Scholars 
Programme.
As is the custom with Truman 
Scholars, Xavier President Fr. 
Michael J. Graham, S.J., made a 
surprise visit to one of  Dziedzic’s 
classes on April 14 to announce 
the news. 
“I am very grateful to the 
Truman Foundation for this 
amazing opportunity,” Dziedzic 
said. “I am excited to join a com-
munity of  outstanding people 
who truly act as ‘agents of  change’ 
each day. I also want to thank ev-
By Lydia  RogERS
Campus News Editor
Want to brush up on the biggest stories of  the year?  Check out our special year in Review insert from pages R-1 to R-8 for 
highlights from our campus and world news, sports and arts and entertainment coverage this school year.
Service learning semester approved
By TaTuM  hunTER
Opinions & Editorials Editor
Photo courtesy of Drew Dziedzic
Junior Drew Dziedzic (above) and 
alumna Ashley Bonnell received 
prestigious scholarships this year.
A six-member administrative 
review team has recommended 
the revitalization of  the Nicaragua 
Academic Service Learning 
Semester (ASLS) in the spring of  
2015.
The team was headed by 
Lea Minniti, executive director 
of  the Center for International 
Education, and Dr. David Mengel, 
associate dean of  the College of  
Arts and Sciences. In its 67-page 
program review, the team com-
pleted the first comprehensive 
evaluation of  the Nicaragua ASLS 
program since 2003. 
The review process involved 
conducting faculty interviews and 
focus groups; surveying students, 
faculty and program alumni; ana-
lyzing faculty research on service 
learning and visiting the program 
site in Managua, Nicaragua. 
“The review team was ...  huge-
ly impressed with the host fami-
lies and their ownership of  the 
program. They called it ‘our pro-
gram,’ when we met with them. 
They said, ‘Thank you for coming 
to visit and hear about our program, 
nuestro programa,’” Minniti said.
Dean Janice Walker, Assistant 
Provost Lori Johnson and Provost 
Scott Chadwick received the rec-
ommendations listed in the team’s 
final report.
“The current structure, which 
requires one person to have many, 
many roles, in the future it’s not 
going to be sustainable, so we’re 
looking at a model that’s going to 
be more sustainable,” Minniti said. 
“We want to institutionalize the 
program more.”
The report acknowledged the 
contributions of  former Interim 
Director and Trip Leader Dr. Irene 
Hodgson. 
“We have been really lucky and 
truly grateful to have had Irene’s 
dedication since she’s been in-
volved with the program … for 
15 years,” Minniti said.
A new program model will be 
solidified after the spring 2015 
ASLS is evaluated. The new mod-
el will either be a Xavier-owned 
model incorporating new on-
campus staff  positions or a part-
nership model in which program 
participants could take courses 
through Nicaraguan-based in-
stitutions the Center for Global 
Education or the Universidad 
Centroamericana (UCA). 
The team wishes to allow more 
students the opportunity to study 
in Nicaragua, whether by offering 
more short-term trips or by coor-
dinating a traditional study abroad 
program at the UCA. 
The report also addresses the 
program’s various budget concerns. 
“The students pay Xavier tu-
ition, but the program doesn’t see 
that tuition,” Minniti said. “Part of  
my job is to create a new budget, 
basically assuming that we’ll be 
able to get some of  that tuition, 
and that once we know the cost 
per student, we can then market 
it to non-Xavier students, which 
would be added revenue.”
Currently, the program requires 
12 students minimum to sign up in 
order to become a reality in 2015. 
In following years, the minimum 
would increase to 15. 
“There are four or five (Xavier) 
students now who are interested, 
so we will recruit from Xavier, 
and we are looking to expand the 
recruitment to other schools,” 
Minniti said.
The team plans to reimagine 
marketing and recruiting strategies 
for the program in an effort to in-
crease awareness, attract students 
from diverse majors, clarify costs 
and define benefits. This reframing 
may include choosing a new name 
for the program in order to “more 
effectively communicate the char-
acter of  the program and attract 
appropriate student participants,” 
the program review report said. 
In the future, the team hopes to 
“work with partners in Nicaragua 
to offer a larger menu of  courses 
in English and Spanish,” the re-
port said. 
With the new Oct. 1 applica-
tion deadline, potential partici-
pants will have more information 
about course offerings and more 
time to decide if  the program is 
right for them. 
“The review team believes that 
there are strong practical and ethi-
cal reasons to further develop the 
existing relationships in Nicaragua 
before beginning new ASLS pro-
grams at new sites; the difficulties 
inherent in changing an existing 
program are worth facing,” the 
report said.
eryone at Xavier for the great 
amount of  support. I could have 
never achieved this without the 
help from so many people.” 
The Fulbright program is the 
largest U.S. exchange program of-
fering opportunities for students 
and young professionals to under-
take international graduate study, 
advanced research, university 
teaching and primary and second-
ary school teaching worldwide.
Bonnell earned degrees in his-
tory and Philosophy, Politics and 
the Public, and is from Columbus, 
Ind.
While at Xavier, Bonnell was a 
Brueggeman Fellow and traveled 
to Syria and Jordan to study the 
fate of  Iraqi refugees.
Bonnell’s Fulbright scholarship 
will allow her to leverage the work 
she has done post-graduation 
with Arabic-speaking Iraqi refu-
gees at the International Rescue 
Committee in San Diego.
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
The Nicaragua Academic Service Learning Semester will resume in the 
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Students ''shut down'' social media 
Photo courtesy of facebook.com 
A group of students participating in the social media shutdown hold up the tied bags containing their cell phones. 
BY MADDIE DAY 
Staff Writer 
On April 25, Xavier students 
participated in an on-campus ex-
periment sponsored by the social 
media marketing class. 
From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., stu-
dents from the class made cell 
phones inaccessible to other 
Xavier students eating in the 
cafeteria. 
They placed the phones in indi-
vidual bags and tied them shut so 
they could not be used. 
The technological shutdown 
encouraged Xavier students to 
give up tweeting, texting and oth-
er cell phone-related activities to 
connect with the people around 
them. 
The class used the hashtag 
#muskiesunplugged to promote 
the event. 
Participating students who 
tweeted the hashtag were auto-
matically entered into a raffle. 
The raffle prizes included tick-
ets to a Reds game, sunglasses and 
Chipotle gift cards. 
The social media marketing 
class hoped that by participat-
ing in the event, Xavier students 
would become more aware of the 
drawbacks of using tl1eir phones 
in social settings. 
The event forced participants 
to stay off of social media sites, 
like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram 
and Pinterest. 
With their phones locked away, 
students could not send or receive 
texts or calls. As a result, tl1ey were 
forced to be more interactive with 
tl1eir peers. 
' 'We had a lot of student par-
ticipation," Courtney Cox, a stu-
dent in tl1e social media marketing 
class, said. "Many came out saying 
they had great conversations while 
phoneless." 
The social media marketing 
course provides students with the 
opportunity to explore tl1e ways 
in which social media changes our 
daily lives. 
More specifically, students 
learn how people, as individuals 
or organizations, can strategically 
use social media tools to engage 
their audiences in new and excit-
mg ways. 
The social media marketing 
class encourages students who 
participated in the event to share 
their reactions. 
Please contact Lauren Vaughan 
at lvaughan@xavier.edu or Paul 
Heintzman at heintzmanp@xavi-
er.edu to share your experience. 
SGA holds Student Commitment Week 
BY RICH MEYER 
Copy Editor 
The Student Government 
Association (SGA) celebrated 
Student Commitment Week by 
bringing the campus together with 
various events. 
The week centered around 
tl1e signing of a banner which 
featured a new pledge that out-
lined what it means to be a Xavier 
Musketeer. 
"Students here are committed 
to (living) lives of integrity, justice 
and generosity and really standing 
by the mission of Xavier, stand-
ing by tl1e things that make us 
unique individuals for and with 
otl1ers," recently-elected SGA 
Administrative Vice President 
Thomas Edney said. 
"The language came from 
looking at different prayers, dif-
ferent tlungs that we wanted to 
appropriate from campus," Edney 
said. 
Students were able to sign a 
banner, which featured tl1e pledge, 
at different times throughout the 
week and received a free T-shirt, 
which had tl1e pledge printed on 
the back. 
"I signed tl1e pledge because I 
tl1ink tl1at generosity is important 
and I really clunk tl1at Xavier rep-
resents serving others," first-year 
student Hannah Sheppard said. 
''Because Xavier represents that, 
and I am a part of Xavier, I signed 
it." 
The week was created in a joint 
effort between former SGA mem-
bers, tl1e new SGA executives and 
senior Alice Byrne. 
"The buzz and excitement 
around tl1e language of tl1e 
Student Commitment, tl1e amount 
of university-wide collabora-
tion we have seen and tl1e sheer 
amount of shirts walking around 
campus tlUs week is truly a site to 
see," former SGA Legislative Vice 
President Markus Lasky said. 
"We feel like it is important to 
do tlUs because Xavier is growing 
and expanding and we want to 
make sure that we are becoming 
men and women for others and 
we are educating tl1e whole per-
son," Edney said. 
The pledge reads, ''We are 
Xavier Musketeers. We are unique 
individuals who come together in 
tl1e spirit of St. Ignatius to learn 
together, to serve together and we 
will succeed in changing tl1e world 
togetl1er. We act with integrity, 
justice and generosity. All for one 
and one for all." 
Increased need for veterans 
resources prompts new center 
BY LIZ SLOCUM center. 
Staff Writer "We have a growing number 
Back in August of 2013, Xavier of veterans that are using these 
University's Center for Veterans services and we want all student 
Affairs opened in a house next to veterans to know that we and the 
the Village Apartments. center are always open to them," 
Witl1 an increasing veteran Michael Luallen, director of the 
population at.------------------, Center for 
Xavier, there V e t e r a n s 
is an increased Affairs, said. 
need for resourc- Because 
es to support the the Center 
veterans. for Veterans 
The center A f f a i r s 
serves as a place 1s part-
for student vet- nered with 
erans to study, Habitat for 
socialize and re- Humanity, 
ce1ve academic the organiza-
advice and help. tion also fixes 
Computers, veterans' 
free printing, houses off 
recreational ac- campus. 
tivities such as In addi-
pool and ping- Photocourtesyofxavier.edu/veterans tion, they run 
pong and a kitchen are available a care package campaign to send 
for use by veteran students with care packages to troops in combat 
their ALL Cards from 6 a.m. until zones and organize other events 
midnight. to support American soldiers. 
The campus organization "We are hosting a Boots to 
helps veteran students find work Suits Golf Scramble that our stu-
and careers as well, offering ca- dent veterans are invited to at-
reer services and placements for tend," Luallen said. 
internships using its network of Student veterans are encour-
corporations and companies. gaed to stop by the Center for 
Jobs for students in the work Veterans Affairs during hours of 
study program are also available operation witl1 their ALL Card to 
for students to earn some extra learn more about t11e services tl1at 
cash while spending time at the t11e center offers. 
- Paid Advertisement -
- Classifieds -
Homes Available for Rent for 
2014-2015 School Year! 
•2, 3, 4 and 5 Bedroom homes 
•Clean full sized bedrooms 
•Laundry 
•Full equipped kitchens 
•Off-street parking 
•2 blocks or less than 3 minutes walking distance to 
campus 
If Interested Contact: 





Home in Norwood 
•Pool Tabl, Great front porch, NEW windows, NEW 
Furnace plus more. 
•Very short walk to campus 
•Unexpectedly available for 2014- 2015. 
•Willing to deal for right group of 4-6 students 
If Interested: 
Contact : Mike Flynn @ (513)-604-7152 
Two Bedroom Apartment next to 
XU Health Center 
•Live at the station without paying Station pricing. 
•Renovated units in secured building 
•Must see- Landlord pays heat, water, sewage, and 
trash. 
•$415 /student/ month. 
If Interested: 
Contact: Mike Flynn (513)-604-7152. 
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4:30 - Ball in the House (A cappe11a) 
5:00 - Emily Hearn (Acoustic Artist) 
6:00 - Seaoird (Rock Band) 
• 
' 
7:30 - Cover Drive (Barbados Reggae Hip-Hop) 
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First Amendment to the United States’Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of  grievances.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per semester within 
the USA and are prorated.  
Subscription and advertising inquiries should be directed 
to the Advertising Manager, Amanda Jones, at 513-745-3561.  
One copy of  the Xavier Newswire, distributed on campus, is 
free per person per week.  Additional copies are 25 cents. 
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly throughout the school 
year, except during vacations and final exams, by the students of  
Xavier University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45207-
2129.
The Staff  Editorial is written jointly by the Editor-in-Chief, the 
Managing Editor and the Opinions & Editorials Editor. Editorials 
are written in hopes of  reflecting the opinions of  the staff  as a 
whole, but do not necessarily do so.
The statements and opinions of  a columnist do not necessarily 
reflect those of  editors or general staff. 
The statements and opinions of  the Xavier Newswire are not 
necessarily those of  the student body, faculty or administration of  
Xavier University.   
Xavier University is an academic community committed to 
equal opportunity for all persons.
The Xavier Newswire is committed to 
publishing opposing viewpoints and opin-
ions in hopes of  fostering dialogue on 
campus among students, faculty and staff. 
The Newswire accepts letters to the editor on 
a weekly basis. Comments can be submit-
ted online any time. Please contact us if  you 
have opinions and wish to write on a regular 
basis or a sense of  humor and like to draw. 
Find us online at xaviernewswire.com. 
Each edition: 
Business affairs: 
Write to us: 
For your information:




Letter to the Editor 
Off-campus partying at Xavier
(Our house on the 900 block of) Dana Avenue 
was a temple built for absolute collegiate freedom. 
Week in and week out, the tenants of  the Avondale 
mansion would host parties the size of  which 
could never be attained in the smaller houses that 
Norwood provided. Everyone from athletes to 
nerds would partake in the weekly madness that 
would ensue. Students of  the Xavier community 
would endeavor on the weekly pilgrimage up Dana 
Avenue to achieve a drunken form of  glory that 
could not be realized anywhere else on campus. 
Alcohol would flow throughout the house in a 
fashion similar to the biblical images of  the land of  
milk and honey.
 It was not all fun and games, however. Tenants 
of  the house would be stuck living in a house filled 
with astronomical amounts of  beer cans and shat-
tered glass. As the school cracked down on the 
house, the partying digressed to the point that 
the inhabitants of  the house lived in discomfort. 
Electricity would consistently flicker in and out for 
weeks at a time. The furnace, in the dead of  winter, 
stopped working. Ceilings collapsed in the middle 
of  the night. The house was finally fighting back 
against a Xavier community that had abused it for 
over a decade. 
Along with the house physically falling apart, 
younger students, yet to find their tolerance for al-
cohol, began frequenting the house to the extent 
that it became dangerous. Students too drunk to 
function had to be carried off  the premises. Others 
attempted to start fights with the tenants who only 
tried to manage the anarchy. The freedom of  the 
ultimate off-campus partying experience had finally 
gotten to the point where it became a danger to ev-
eryone involved. 
Along with these comparatively minor threats, 
the biggest hazard would always be looming over the 
house. If  a student were to get too inebriated and do 
something that would land him or her in the hospi-
tal, the blame would subsequently fall on the house, 
landing the tenants in possible lawsuits for years to 
come. 
In this age of  freedom and opportunity for youth, 
the last thing you want as a 21-year-old is to pay fees 
from a grab bag of  court fees and consequent fines 
because some freshman you have never heard of  got 
a concussion on the walk home from a party at your 
house. It simply isn’t worth your time or your hard-
earned money. 
Off-campus parties have been a staple to Xavier 
nightlife since the school’s inception, and I am not 
about to stand here and say that they are a terrible 
and unreasonable act against the university. That be-
ing said, it is important to know the people you are 
inviting to your house and surrounding yourself  in 
an environment in which negligence and ignorance 
do not potentially ruin someone’s life. The students 
that attend this school are generally smarter than 
most, and it’s time we started acting like it.
-Ardag Hajinazarian, ‘14
Xavier students have not been short on opin-
ions this year, and this year has been a rather event-
ful one. 
Students have made strong statements about 
everything from the fence around the basketball 
courts to the ongoing Core curriculum revision. 
They have expressed interest in international poli-
tics, defining what it means to be a student and ev-
erything in between.
The Newswire has had the privilege of  facilitating 
many of  those discussions, whether through the 
instigation of  our featured columnists or through 
the responses of  students, faculty and community 
members in letters to the editor.
As a staff, we have not shied away from making 
controversial statements or writing down our own 
thoughts in staff  editorials.
I, for one, believe student politics in the United 
States is often a mere shadow of  our European, 
Canadian and Latin American counterparts. We do 
not seriously challenge the status quo very often.
That is not to say that student politics ought to 
be forceful and intimidating, either. Universities are 
steeped in tradition, and it is not necessarily always 
our place to upset that by overwhelming the ad-
ministration or faculty with a slew of  petitions or 
demonstrations, although those actions have their 
appropriate time and place.
That being said, the student body has certainly 
spoken up this year, even in the overly polite, con-
troversy-averse environment of  the Midwest. 
It is probably beyond fair use to employ the 
phrase “we the student body,” but if  this week’s 
set of  columns says anything, it says that there is 
something that unites us despite all our differences. 
Xavier creates a certain identity in most of  us, so 
I hope that you will permit me to invoke “us” as a 
collective.
We as a student body have not shied away from 
letting the administration know that we think its pol-
icies are sometimes unfair or from letting the faculty 
know that, by - God, we do need the Core, whether 
it is financially efficient or not.
We as a student body have respectfully confront-
ed the stark opinions that have appeared in the paper 
without resorting to pettiness, instead using argu-
ments and good reason to defend our positions.
The opinion pages are probably only seen by a 
small number of  readers and receive content from 
an even smaller group of  individuals. However, it 
has been my privilege to address this group of  loyal 
supporters (and opposition) on campus and to help 
make dialogue possible. 
I will not pretend that most students really appre-
ciate Socrates and his constant questioning, but he is 
a figure we have all encountered nonetheless. And I 
dare to say that we continue to encounter him and his 
pestering: we see him in dialogue and conversation, 
in the opinions of  others and in our own willingness 
to stick our necks out in a desire to know.
Taylor Fulkerson is a 
junior philosophy major 
from Lanesville, Ind. He 
is the Managing Editor 
of  the Newswire.
A year of  speaking out
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• 2, 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes 
• Clean full sized bedrooms
• Laundry, fully equipped kitchens
• Off street parking
• 2 blocks or less than 3 minutes walking distance to 
campus. 
• Please contact:
– Doug Spitz at either 513-616-3798 or 
doug.spitz@cbws.com for more information.
-Paid Advertisement- 
For many Xavier students, the 
end of  the school year always 
marks a long and strenuous up-
hill battle of  papers, classes and 
exams.  These strenuous activi-
ties, however, must seem simple 
for senior Emily Boutilier, having 
faced every sort of  terrain and 
landscape imaginable.  Boutilier, 
an art major with concentrations 
in painting, drawing and art edu-
cation from Cincinnati travelled 
with her mother, father and sister 
across the United States last sum-
mer. But this trip was far from or-
dinary: over a 69 day period, the 
Boutilier family rode their bikes 
from Yorktown, Va. to Astoria, 
Ore.
The nearly 4,300 mile journey 
took Boutilier and her family across 
10 different states — Virginia, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, 
Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, 
Montana, Idaho and Oregon 
— and highlighted some of  the 
most beautiful spots around the 
nation, including the Blue Ridge 
Parkway in Virginia, the Ozarks 
in Missouri, the Rocky Mountains 
and Grand Teton National Park 
and Yellowstone National Park 
in Wyoming. Even more impres-
sively, the family took one rest day 
out of  the 69 travel days. 
“We found that when we took 
the rest day, we were really antsy 
and just wanted to get going again, 
so it was better to do a little bit 
of  riding one day than to take the 
whole day off. We were just (al-
ways) on the go,” Boutilier said.
The Boutilier’s were certainly 
impressive in the way that they 
were able to keep going through-
out the journey, and an eagerness 
to complete the trip was a big mo-
tivation for the family long before 
the trip-planning process.
“My mom rode her bike from 
Virginia to Texas about 25 years 
ago, so it was always her dream to 
ride across the country but she’s 
never been able to complete the 
trip … In the next 25 years, she 
met my dad, got married, and he 
happened to be 
into cycling,” 
Boutilier said. 
“My sister and 
I grew up on 
the back of  
trailers, on the 
back of  tan-
dems and then 
on our own 
bikes, so cy-
cling has been 
a part of  my 
life since I was 
born.”
     Boutilier’s 
father had open-heart surgery a 
month before the family left on its 
trip and had no real training prior 
to the long journey. The family 
was able to keep everyone moti-
vated to continue on, particularly 
in the early riding of  the trip.
“The Appalachians were prob-
ably the toughest because it’s a 
steeper grade, whereas in the 
Rockies you’ll have a 6 percent 
grade but for 15 miles. You just 
get in a rhythm,” Boutilier said. 
“The first week was rough just 
getting used to riding every day. So 
once we got out to the Rockies it 
was just like we had been training 
along the way for a long time. We 
never all had a bad day at the same 
time, so there was always at least 
another person keeping us going. 
And I think it was doing the trip 
as a group with my family that 
quitting was never an option.”
Enduring the physical and 
emotional strain of  cycling every 
day shows the family’s cohesive-
ness and love for one another, but 
the joys of  accomplishing their 
goals bit by bit and encouraging 
each other brought the Boutilier 
family even closer together.
“I think in college your rela-
tionship with your parents chang-
es anyway, and it was awesome 
getting to spend that much time 
with each other to really solidify 
that next phase in our relation-
ship. I know that I’ll be close with 
them and with my sister and this 
will have affected our relationship 
for the rest of  our lives. We will 
always have had this incredibly 
close experience with each other,” 
Boutilier said.
Since her life-trans-
forming summer has ended, 
Boutilier has spent much of  her 
year painting pieces of  the land-
scape of  her trip for her senior art 
presentation. 
Her work, along with three oth-
er senior art majors’ pieces, will be 
displayed starting from 6-8 p.m. 
on May 2 in Cohen Center.,and 
the exhibit will remain open until 
May 17. 
“It’s kind of  like a summation 
of  our trip and my experience with 
the landscape. I hope I was able to 
capture the spirit of  our trip and 
also the spirit of  our country, be-
cause we saw a lot of  it,” Boutilier 
said of  her work.
This spirit of  the United States, 
she said, is amazing in both its 
beauty and its ever-changing ter-
rain, something she hoped to 
evoke in her paintings.
“The landscape is as diverse 
in this country as the people that 
live here … I think there are some 
people who don’t even realize 
how expansive our country is, and 
it’s so huge and so diverse. Going 
from the Appalachian Mountains 
to flat prairie lands through 
Kansas, to the Rocky Mountains 
to the coastal region in Oregon, 
it’s all so different,” Boutilier said.
While her art is a physical rep-
resentation of  her family’s journey 
across the country, Boutilier took 
away a new sense of  understand-
ing from the trip, something that 
will surely inspire her fellow stu-
dents viewing her paintings.
“If  you can dream it, you can do 
it,” Boutilier said. “That sounds so 
incredibly cheesy, but after doing 
this, I feel like I can do anything. 
I guess we were just crazy enough 
to do it, but (I learned) just to go 
for it and you won’t regret it. And 
I’m still young, so I think I’ll have 
a lifetime of  adventures ahead 
of  me.”
Photo courtesy of Emily Boutilier
Photo courtesy of Emily Boutilier
Emily Boutilier stops and snaps picture with her family.
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Xavier Singers delivers boisterous performance
By Alex Spindler
Arts & Entertainment Editor
If  anything could be said for 
the Xavier Singers, it’s that the en-
ergy never ceases to amaze. 
The wholly student-produced 
group of  14 singers and dancers 
flipped, kicked and belted their 
way through a new rock concert 
entitled “Welcome to the New 
Age: A Live Music Experience 
from 2000 to Today.” 
Popular for mixing an eclectic 
bevy of  songs with show-choir 
style choreography, the Xavier 
Singers, under the direction of  
Danny Manning, featured songs 
by the likes of  Kelly Clarkson, 
Sara Bareilles and Destiny’s Child. 
Traditionally, the group pres-
ents a collection of  20 songs with 
an eclectic style, mixing show 
choir with rock. 
As an interesting twist, 
Xavier’s all-male acapella group, 
Harmon-X, opened the show and 
displayed silky-smooth resonance 
in its song selection. 
Anticipating the Singers, 
Harmon-X paid special tribute 
to Justin Timberlake and pro-
vided a nice appetizer for what 
was to come. 
Some stand-out performances 
throughout the show included 
Hayley Cole’s beautiful dances, es-
pecially in a moving tribute to the 
group’s senior members during 
the song “Falling Slowly.” 
Zach Julian’s graceful tenor 
was especially poignant in the 
songs “Suit and Tie” by Justin 
Timberlake and “Ordinary People” 
by John Legend. 
Additionally, Kristen Thomas 
wailed her way as both lead and 
supporter performer throughout 
the show. 
Bill Bentley and Redmond 
Millerick’s hilarious duet “Bromance” 
provided good comedic relief  for a 
concert that ran nearly two and a 
half  hours.
Compared to past Singers’ 
shows, this one felt somewhat sti-
fled in terms of  its creativity. 
Past performances felt fresh in 
their delivery and choreography, 
while this one seemed to echo the 
same themes as the “Millennium” 
show that the group delivered in 
the spring of  2012. 
Similarly, the performers’ voice 
styles didn’t always fit the songs 
performed, a testament to just 
how important song selection is 
for a rock concert like this. 
Nevertheless, the group and its 
regular first row fans never let the 
energy down. 
Audience members young 
and old tapped their feet and 
clapped their hands in a concert 
that was cathartic in every sense 
of  the word. 
Despite some unoriginality, 
dancing slip-ups and vocal cracks, 
the Xavier Singers delivered a 
boisterous, fun performance.  A 
Xavier Singers show is something 
that everyone can expect from 
such a dedicated group. 
  Newswire Rating:
The Xavier University Singers’ new rock show, “Welcome to the New Age.” 
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
“Venus in Fur” sizzles       with sex and hilarity
By pAtrick phillipS
Staff  Writer
 “Toolbox: Take Two” a success
By thomAS Bell
Guest Writer
PJ Soko as Thomas and Greta Wohlrabe as Vanda performing in David Ives’ production “Venus in Fur.” 
Xavier Players’ “Toolbox: Take 
2” once again delighted audiences 
with a show that not even the ac-
tors knew was coming. 
Billed as “a new show every 
night,” seniors Brandon Martin 
and Will Clemens directed a cast 
of  seven Xavier students in the 
improvisational comedy show 
that has become a Players fixture 
over the years. 
This incarnation of  “Toolbox” 
was a bit different, however, as the 
cast strayed from traditional, short 
improv games to a long-form 
show with one central plot. 
Although the difficult perfor-
mance style made a few scenes 
appear unnatural and forced, the 
actors were able to bring in laughs 
throughout the night.
After the doors opened, early- 
arriving audience members were 
treated to open warm ups. 
These warm-ups were not 
only beneficial to the perform-
ers, but also allowed the audience 
a glimpse of  “Toolbox’s” greatest 
strength: hilarious short scenes 
accompanied by brilliant physical 
humor. 
After a brief  introduction by 
the student directors, an audience 
member named the soon-to-be 
play “Milk of  Mother’s Kindness,” 
the cast’s sole prompt for the en-
tire show that night.
By introducing other characters 
throughout the show, the actors 
developed the performance into 
the story of  cruise ship murder 
plots, ghosts and a mother’s love. 
Although the material sounds 
dark, the cast brilliantly used their 
wit to draw swells of  laughter 
from the audience.
However, as the show con-
tinued, many scenes fell flat. 
The actors were often confused 
when one scene began and an-
other ended. 
This long-form production 
caused many actors to seem more 
worried about filling time rather 
than ending a scene strongly.
Although not every scene was 
a hit, “Toolbox” was filled with 
bellows of  audience laughter that 
deemed the production a success 
and left audiences excited for 
the next installment of  this great 
Xavier production.
  Newswire Rating:
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
The cast of “Toolbox: Take Two” performing popular improv-comedy games. 
  Newswire Rating:
Cincinnati Playhouse in the 
Park has begun running David 
Ives’ 2012 Tony nominee for Best 
Play, “Venus in Fur.” Composed 
of  a perfect mixture of  intelli-
gence and sex appeal, the play has 
something to offer to everyone in 
the audience.
The play follows the story of  
Thomas, a playwright looking for 
the perfect actress to play the lead 
in his adaptation of  a 19th century 
erotic novel. 
As Thomas is packing up to 
leave the audition room, a bum-
bling, quirky actress named Vanda 
comes through the door. As the 
play continues, Vanda’s audition 
slowly becomes a dialogue about 
gender, power and seduction. 
The interesting power dynam-
ics at work in Ives’ play are ex-
pounded through allusions to 
Aphrodite and the Greek tragedy 
“The Bacchae.” 
Much of  the success of  
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park’s 
production resides in the excel-
lent teamwork between PJ Sosko 
as Thomas and Greta Wolhrabe 
as Vanda. 
Individually, Wolhrabe and 
Sosko were terrific.
The duo played off  each 
other well, effectively portray-
ing the shifts in power neces-
sary for the underlying theme 
of  gender inequality. 
Their chemistry created show-
stopping scenes of  sensuality that 
even the audience could feel, giv-
ing the play a voyeuristic quality. 
Wolhrabe won the audience 
over the second she came onstage 
with her innocent, goofy charm. 
Her quick transitions from 
blunt actress to talented performer 








ly shows that 
there’s more 
to Vanda than 
meets the eye.
S o s k o ’ s 







c o n f r o n t a -
tional Vanda. 
Struggling 
to separate his 
own life from 
the erotic elements of  his play, 
Sosko effectively infused a need to 
convince Vanda with his physical-
ity and vocal choices. 
Vanda’s costume design was 
sexy and simple, giving her an irre-
sistible air. The lighting and sound 
brought the dank audition room 
to life, with shocking lightning ef-
fects and spot-on phone call cues. 
From the performances to the 
technical aspects, each element of  
the production was well-executed. 
With engaging, witty dialogue, 
excellent performances and a 
thought-provoking story, “Venus 
in Fur” is a must-see. 
“Venus in Fur” runs April 
19 to May 17 at Cincinnati 
Playhouse in the Park. Student 
tickets cost $15.
Photo courtesy of cincyplay.com 






“(There is graffiti) that says, ‘Provecho,’ 
which means, ‘Enjoy your meal.’ My friend 
Molly did that. She took an overnight bus 
from Chicago and did that in one day. And it 
was freezing in here. It had to look like street 
art. It had to look like you're in the street. 
It had to look like you're in Mexico.”
“The ‘no maches’ thing with the phoe-
nix: the phoenix is a symbol of rising up 
from ashes, and I had this graffiti book 
with that picture. I loved it, it was just 
intense. It wasn't that exact picture, but I 
went to my friend's house and said, ‘man, 
you're gonna do this graffiti for me.’ He 
said, ‘I've never done anything this big.’ I 
said, ‘well I've never opened a restaurant.’ 
And I won that battle. He worked on that 
for a month and a half. It stands out. 
From the street you see it right away.”
“The map in the back is a funny thing. 
There are 31 states in Mexico. That's a map 
of Mexico made from 31 different recycled 
parts of Cincinnati. If you look in that map, 
you'll find all kinds of crap, and it's all stuff 
I found around Cincinnati. One state's La 
Rosa's, one state's something else.” 
“By the salsa bar where the comal is, 
the comic books where it says ‘Reality 
is wrong. Dreams are for real.’ That's 
a Tupac quote. I wanted to make it 
colorful. I thought, ‘well, comic books 
are cool. Oh, Spanish comic books.’ If 
you look closely, those are all Spanish 
comic books. They're all in Spanish.”
Josh Wamsley is an atypical res-
tauranteur: he is not concerned with 
“authenticity.” He didn’t have a grand 
opening for his restaurant, Mazunte. 
In fact, he didn’t even plan to en-
ter the business. Managing Editor 
Taylor Fulkerson sat down with him 
to talk about how he built the res-
taurant with his own hands in order 
to provide some of  the best Mexican 
food available in Cincinnati.
Xavier Newswire: How did Mazunte 
get started?
Josh Wamsley: Basically, I went 
to school at the University of  South 
Florida, and I lived on the beach — 
a true beach bum — and I knew I 
needed to leave or else I just would 
always be a beach bum. 
So I moved to Europe (and later) 
to Korea. I taught English. 
And in 2010, I came back and I 
was getting ready to go to Taiwan. 
I was deciding between Taiwan and 
Saudi Arabia, and I was gonna teach 
over there. But then, I just couldn’t 
find any really good Mexican food. I 
couldn’t find any taquerías — true “ta-
querías” — and by “taquería” I mean 
‘a taco shop.’ 
That’s the definition of  a “taque-
ría:” not this fancy, bullshit food. It’s 
this true, simple, fun taco shop and I 
just didn’t understand why we didn’t 
have that. 
So I decided, ‘I’ll move to Mexico 
and learn the food.’ I met with my 
business partner, and I told him the 
idea; He said, ‘dude, we’ll build 
this awesome “taquería.” (I said) 
‘I’ll move to Mexico and learn (the 
food) from all the grandmothers in 
the streets. I’ll learn it from every-
body, and I’ll live there for a year, 
and I’ll come back, we’ll raise the 
money and we’ll build it ourselves.’ 
And that’s exactly what we did. 
XN: How did you learn to make food 
in this style?
JW: I wanted to learn all that 
stuff. I wasn’t really worried about 
having all the fancy stuff, like all 
these ‘preparations.’ I just needed 
to learn and get the technique so 
we could incorporate that here. 
So I went down to Miahuatlán, 
Oaxaca, Mexico, I taught English 
and I learned in one year. Every 
weekend, my landlord would teach 
me on a Saturday morning. She 
taught me everything I needed to 
know. She was awesome. 
My students — everybody, any 
person I talked to in that town — I 
told them I wanted to open a place 
that represented them. They’re all 
about it. They put so much life into 
their food. 
We do a really shitty thing here: 
we just eat to eat. ‘Oh, we’re hungry, 
we should just eat something,’ and 
we just microwave some bullshit. I 
don’t know why Americans are re-
ally bad about that, but we are. 
It’s weird. It’s not good, ‘cause 
we’re teaching our kids that crap. 
We’re the richest country, it just feels 
like we should eat the best food all the 
time.
XN: How was the restaurant built?
JW: So I was there (in Mexico) for 
a year and I came back in 2011, and 
then we started raising the money for 
it and building it out. I designed it, 
too — designed and contracted it. My 
friends and family helped me build the 
whole place for free. Everything. 
We literally would spend seven days 
a week here. We were here night and 
day. 
I used to get up at 5:30 in the morn-
ing. I would run and exercise, I would 
meditate for 15 or 20 minutes and 
then I would start my day. There was 
so much to do that if  I didn’t do that, 
it wouldn’t get accomplished. Then 
I’d go until 10, and then do it all over 
again. That’s all I did for so long. 
There were problems with building 
it up. Everything is recycled; I wasn’t a 
true contractor. We opened about two 
months behind schedule. It wasn’t the 
end of  the world. I guess it’s kinda 
typical with restaurants.
XN: What was your approach to 
Cincinnati in the beginning?
JW: I just knew I wanted to make 
people happy and give them really good 
Mexican food. And I don’t care about 
this shit about being “authentic.” 
You’ll never hear me say “authen-
tic” because it’s not possible for me 
to go down and steal their corn or 
water and bring it back up here and 
make things like that. For me, to be 
“authentic,” it’s not really achievable. 
Everyone wants that, but I just want-
ed to make really good, really fresh 
Mexican food the way I want to eat it. 
That’s all I want to do. Through that, 
I guess we’ve achieved what people 
would call “authenticity,” but I don’t 
care about that word, really. 
XN: What does Mazunte mean?
JW: Mazunte is a beach in Oaxaca, 
Mexico. I used to spend a ton of  
weekends there. My friend Adolfo 
and I, we were on his roof  one night. 
He said, ‘what are you gonna name 
the taquería?’ I said, ‘I don’t know yet. 
I’m going to Mazunte this weekend 
with some friends.’ And I was like, 
‘Oh! I’ll name it Mazunte!’
XN: How did you settle on a menu?
JW: We made a menu and built ev-
erything else around that. The menu 
is the star of  the show. The food is 
the absolute star. I think our cus-
tomer service is great and everything 
else we do is great, but if  the food’s 
not good, it’s not gonna matter to me. 
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Want to know what 
your classmates have 
really been up to this 
year? Check out the po-
lice notes of  the year in 
this week’s issue.
Outgoing Editor-in-
Chief  Sabrina Brown 
and Incoming Editor-
in-Chief  Andrew Koch 
reflect on their time at 
the Newswire.
Head Copy Editor 
Campbell Tuel outlines 
her top-five albums of  
the year. 
Xavier University students protest 
building of  basketball court fence
After making a controversial change to usage policy, the univer sity 
has begun restricting access to the basketball courts near Buenger Hall. 
Effective April 1, only those with an ALL Card or a visitor’s key card 
from O’Connor Sports Center can access the courts.
Ryan’s Pub open for business
Students, faculty and staff  will now have another on-cam-
pus dining option besides Subway and Blue Gibbon located 
inside of  the Gallagher Student Center with the re-opening 
of  Ryan’s Pub.
Construction continues 
at University Station
The construction of  the University Station 
mixed-use development is progressing according 
to schedule.
Title IX office works to prevent 
discrimination and sexual assault
The addition of  a Title IX office at Xavier has brought changes to 
the process of  reporting sexual assault. The Title IX office is respon-
sible for reviewing all reports of  sexual discrimination or assault and 
organizing prevention education efforts on campus. Kate Lawson, 
Xavier’s Title IX coordinator, has been working with leaders across 
campus to ensure that students who choose to report sexual assault are 
made aware of  all their options and that this information is clear and 
understandable from the start.
Service learning semester cut, 
no program offered in 2013-14
For the past 19 years, Xavier has offered academic service 
learning semesters for its students. This year marks the first 
time since the program began that Xavier students will not 
have this option.
Xavier cements its plans 
for Alter Hall’s restoration
After much debate, the university reached a deci-
sion to renovate Alter. The Alter Renovation Team 
(ART) hopes to make the building more environmen-
tally sustainable and use space resourcefully.
Xavier budget sees more cuts
Xavier first announced a budget shortfall last December, 
and the ax continued to fall on the university budget this 
summer. Further cuts erase student workers, staff  and fac-
ulty privileges from Xavier’s suffering financial balance.
Plans for new Core proposed
The Pilot Core Curriculum Committee has now proposed six 
different models for the new Core. The revision is to be voted 
on and completed by April 12, 2014 when the models will be 
voted on by the entire Xavier faculty. The hope is that the new 
Core will be in place beginning fall 2015.
Recent crime prompts safety 
communication efforts
Students are once again raising concerns about public 
safety notifications after an incident involving gunfire oc-
curred close to Xavier’s campus.
Xavier University faces lawsuits: 
Former Xavier student-athletes 
file claims against university
Xavier University has seen a significant amount of  coverage sur-
rounding two unrelated legal cases involving former Xavier student-
athletes Dezmine Wells and Neil Henley. The university stands by its 
decisions and is optimistic that the lawsuits will not negatively impact 
Xavier’s public image.
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2013-14: World News in Review
Photo courtesy of abcnews.go.com
July 13: George Zimmerman (above) was acquitted 
in the Trayvon Martin case. Zimmerman was found 
not guilty on the charge of second-degree murder 
after the fatal shooting of the 17-year-old.
Photo courtesy of bbc.co.uk
Sept. 1: President Barack Obama announced that he 
would seek congressional approval for military action 
against Syria in response to a chemical attack that 
killed 1,429 people.
Photo courtesy of thedailybeast.com
Oct 1-16: The U.S. federal government entered a 
shutdown and ceased most routine government op-
erations after Congress failed to enact legislation ap-
propriating funds for the 2014 fiscal year.
Photo courtesy of blog.solarcity.com
Dec. 5: South African 
activist, Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and for-
mer president Nelson 
Mandela,(pictured 
on left) passed away 
at the age of 95 after 
suffering from a pro-
longed respiratory in-
fection. Mandela was 
an anti-apartheid ac-
tivist and spent 27 
years in prison for 
his work to end rac-
ism in South Africa.
Jan. 1: The Affordable Care Act, signed by President Obama in March 2010, was 
enacted with the goals of providing more Americans with access to affordable 
health insurance and reducing healthcare costs. 
Photo courtesy of cnn.com
Photo courtesy of vir.com.vn
Photo courtesy of theblaze.com Photo courtesy of nyulocal.com
March 8: Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 370 
lost contact with 
air traffic control 
during an interna-
tional passenger 
flight form Kuala 





the aircraft went 
down in the Indian 
Ocean with no 
survivors.March 1: After ongoing violence and unrest in Ukraine, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin (center) dispatched troops to the Crimean Peninsula. The 
majority of voters in Crimea chose by referendum to secede from Ukraine 
when asked if they wanted to be annexed by Russia.
April 16: The South Korean ferry MV Sewol capsized (above) en route from Jeju to 
Incheon while carrying 476 people, mostly secondary school students. Approximately 
300 passengers are still reported missing.
April 27: Pope Francis (above) made history by elevating Pope 
John Paul II and Pope John XXIII to sainthood in hopes of uniting 
Catholics world wide. This was the first time two popes were canon-
ized simultaneously. 
Photo courtesy of infoplease.com
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Aug. 25, 9:40 a.m. -
A UC student was cited 
for possession of a fic-
titious ID after a wallet 
was turned into the lost 
and found with two IDs 
inside. 
Aug. 31, 2:51 a.m. -
Norwood Police informed 
Xavier Police of a student 
that was observed urinat-
ing in public and running 
from officers. The student 
was found hiding behind 
Domino's and arrested 
for obstructing official 
business. 
Sept. 1, 2:25 a.m. -
Xavier Police assisted 
Norwood Police with a 
student being carried by 
others through Norwood 
Plaza. The student was ar-
rested for disorderly con-
duct and underage con-
sumption of alcohol. 
Sept. 7, 11:04 p.m. 
Xavier Police, Physical 
Plant and Residence Life 
investigated a smoke de-
tector going off in a room 
in Fenwick Place. It was 
discovered that too much 
Lysol sprayed in the room 
caused the alarm to sound. 
Sept. 9, 3:10 p.m. -
Three non-students were 
warned and escorted off 
campus after creating 
a disturbance near the 
Xavier Yard during the 
Spirit Celebration. 
Sept. 22, 2:12 p.m. 
An employee discovered 
feces on the walls of the 
communal fifth floor rest-
room in Fenwick Place. 
Sept. 28, 8:11 p.m. 
Xavier Police assisted 
Norwood Police in appre-
hending a shoplifter want-
ed for theft at the Family 
Dollar in Norwood Plaza. 
Oct. 13, 12:07 a.m. -
Xavier Police responded 
to a report of a toilet in an 
elevator in Fenwick Place. 
Oct. 15, 3:20 p.m. -
A student reported that 
POLICE NOTES 
OF THE YEAR 
he or she was accidently 
struck by a Physical Plant 
vehicle on the residential 
mall. 
Nov. 2, 3:06 a.m. -An 
intoxicated student cook-
ing in the dark in the sixth 
floor lounge of Kuhlman 
Hall was cited for under-
age consumption. 
Nov. 8, 2:41 p.m. 
Xavier Police assist-
ed Residence Life and 
Physical Plant regarding 
two doors that had been 
kicked in at the 1019 
Dana Avenue apartments. 
A student who was re-
portedly upset about the 
locks not working caused 
the damage. 
Nov. 17, 1:46 a.m. 
Two students push-
ing each other in a gro-
cery cart in the C-2 Lot 
were cited for underage 
consumption. 
Nov. 15, 8:31 p.m. 
An intoxicated student 
using the wrong rest-
rooms during the bas-
ketball game in Cintas 
was cited for disorderly 
conduct and transported 
home. 
Nov. 19, 7:09 p.m. -
Two juveniles running 
around campus wearing 
Halloween masks and 
knocking on windows 
at Fenwick Place were 
warned to stay off cam-
pus and were released to 
their parents. 
Nov. 22, 10:52 p.m. 
- An intoxicated student 
smoking in the shuttle 
van parked in front of 
Flynn Hall was cited for 
underage consumption. 
Dec. 2, 8:35 a.m. -
An employee reported 
damage in Fenwick Place. 
Sofas had been ripped 
open by a sharp instru-
ment, holes had been 
kicked in the walls in 
stairwells and the mission 
statement painted on the 
wall outside Center for 
Mission and Identity was 
damaged. 
Jan. 20, 7:39 p.m. -
Xavier Police investigated a 
report of damage to two en-
trance doors at Brockman 
Hall from someone pouring 
honey on the electronic key 
pads. 
Jan. 28, 9:48 a.m. - An 
employee reported that 
someone egged the en-
trance door of an apart-
ment in Brockman Hall. 
Jan. 28, 4:02 p.m. - An 
employee reported some-
one leaving inappropriate 
comment cards on the sug-
gestion board in the Hoff 
Dining Commons. 
NOTE OF THE 
YEAR 
A sticky situation 
Nov. 10, 10:39 p.m. 
- Two students jogging 
near Montgomery Road 
and Cleneay Avenue re-
ported that four sub-
jects in a Jeep threw an 
unidentified sticky liq-
uid substance at them 
as they ran by. The area 
was checked but Xavier 
Police was unable to lo-
cate the subjects. 
Jan. 31, 2:44 p.m. -
Xavier received a report 
from Physical Plant that 
someone had been burning 
paper in the basement of 
Brockman Hall for the past 
several days. 
Feb. 1, 8:02 p.m. - An 
officer on patrol discovered 
damage in the Commons. 
The damage was a long, 
black mark caused by a 
Sharpie marker spanning a 
large section of the hallway. 
Feb. 7, 10:29 p.m. -
Norwood Police and Xavier 
Police investigated a report 
that students living in a 
residence in the 1 700 block 
of Cleneay Avenue were 
throwing beer cans at peo-
ple as they walked by. The 
officers issued a warning. 
Feb. 10, 8:17 a.m. - An 
employee reported dam-
age to a custodial closet 
in Fenwick. Someone had 
carved an "X" into the 
door. 
Feb. 16, 4:22 p.m. -
A juvenile suspected of 
throwing snowballs at 
students in the O'Connor 
Sports Center parking lot 
was warned and escorted 
off campus. 
Feb. 19, 8:01 p.m. - A 
student who was ejected 
from the basketball game 
by event staff for yelling 
profanities and throwing 
objects was also cited for 
underage consumption 
and was escorted home. 
Feb. 23, 10:45 p.m. - A 
parent visiting a student in 
Buenger Hall reported that 
he or she lost an earring 
valued at approximately 
$10,000. 
Feb. 28, 8:13 p.m. - A 
student reported that the 
peephole to his or her 
room door in Kuhlman 
Hall was missing. 
March 7, 7:37 p.m. 
Xavier Police stopped a 
visitor who was driving 
on the grass in front of 
Buenger Hall. The person 
said that he or she was vis-
iting a student on campus 
and had gotten lost. 
Feb. 28, 11:15 p.m. 
Xavier Police responded 
to a smoke alarm in the 
Manor House. A pizza box 
placed in the oven to re-
heat the pizza caught fire 
and caused the alarm. The 
fire was extinguished be-
fore arrival. The alarm was 
reset. 
March 12, 2:33 p.m. 
- A student was cited for 
failing to comply with uni-
versity parking procedures. 
The student had 25 prior 
parking violations. 
March 15, 3:40 a.m. 
Cincinnati Police found 
an intoxicated student 
R-3 
April 30, 2014 
attempting to enter an 
off-campus commercial 
building. The student 
thought it was his or her 
residence hall. The stu-
dent was cited by Xavier 
Police for underage con-
sumption and disorderly 
conduct. 
March 22, 10:30 p.m. 
Residence Life confis-
cated a beer pong table 
from a room in Buenger 
Hall. 
March 22, 10:54 p.m. 
Residence Life confis-
cated a beer pong table 
from a room in Buenger 
Hall. 
March 29, 12:12 a.m. 
- Two students climbing 
on the roof of Bellarmine 
Chapel were cited for dis-
orderly conduct. 
March 27, 12:26 a.m. 
- A student reported that 
someone tried to reach 
in a window in his or her 
room in Buenger Hall, 
possibly attempting to 
take something from the 
room. The suspect fled 
when the student woke 
up. 
April 21, 7 :33 p.m. - A 
contract employee sus-
pected of smoking mari-
juana on a bicycle in the 
Norwood Plaza Lot was 
cautioned and sent on his 
or her way. 
April 26, 11:56 p.m. 
Xavier police assisted 
Norwood with a disor-
derly party in the 1900 
block of Cleneay Avenue. 
The party was broken up 
and approximately 200 
people were sent on their 
way. Six students were 
cited for a operating a dis-
orderly house. Norwood 
Fire Department was then 
summoned to the scene 
after the porch attached 
to the house collapsed. 
The students who lived in 
the house were temporar-
ily relocated to a residence 
hall with the assistance of 
Residence Life. 
joys of  adult life — career, mar-
riage and family, community life, 
whatever might be in store for us 
— will reach much greater heights 
than our experiences in college.
Still, at this particularly sen-
timental juncture I will confess 
to feeling more than a twinge of  
the nostalgia embedded in such 
a statement. So what to do about 
it?
Here’s the part of  the column 
where I resort to hackneyed tru-
isms about how to get on with 
your life and appreciate each mo-
ment as it comes. Here’s the part 
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“Over the course 
of  four years, 
good faith 
invested in this 
community 
pays a special 
dividend.”
Michael Petrany
It is a question that has plagued 
theologians, philosophers and 
scientists for decades — nay, 
centuries. 
We’ve all heard the quack re-
ports, but really, how could any 
rational-minded person take them 
seriously? The “alumni sightings” 
in offices, bars, graduate schools 
and open cornfields at night are 
clearly just deranged hallucina-
tions. The older siblings who 
graduated and supposedly still live 
on — how is it they never seem 
to show their ghostly visages on 
campus? 
We all hear stories, we see the 
news reels, we hear pretty tales 
about jobs and advanced degrees 
and eating grapes on pillows of  
clouds in the “life after Xavier,” 
but tell me, have you yourself  ac-
tually been there?  
Yes, I’m afraid it’s quite clear 
— we as a student community 
are caught up in a dangerous lie, 
a whimsical wish-fulfilling fantasy 
that such a thing as life after Xavier 
actually exists. There is simply no 
scientific evidence to back up this 
claim. 
So where does that leave us, in 
particular us seniors who are all-
too-soon destined for that great 
beyond, the void of  post-college 
nothingness? 
OK, enough is enough. In case 
it isn’t obvious, I have come down 
with an acute case of  what can 
be a near-deadly disease: denial. 
I’m not coping well with my im-
pending graduation. “Pomp and 
Circumstance” is to become a 
funeral dirge, the cap and gown a 
burial shroud. We will walk across 
that stage, single-file and smiling, 
straight into utter annihilation. 
Yes, leaving Xavier feels like a sort 
of  death. It certainly comes with a 
sense of  loss. 
I have always resisted the no-
tion that college ought to be the 
“best four years of  your life.” I 
think in general this says more 
about the speaker’s adjustment to 
post-college life (or lack thereof) 
than anything else. 
And I want to be perfectly 
clear: I still believe this whole-
heartedly. With greater trial comes 
greater reward, and I am firmly 
convinced that the challenges and 
where I say: it’s been a great ride, 
but so long, Xavier! Cherish it 
while it lasts, underclassmen, be-
cause it’s a unique time and it won’t 
come again. Here’s the part where 
I start to move on — in a mature 
but ever-so-generic fashion.
But no, I can’t do that. This 
place is too special for that. This 
place and these people deserve 
more.
Over the course of  four years, 
good faith invested in this com-
munity pays a special dividend. A 
small part of  the self, the “Xavier” 
self, grows and flowers and be-
comes vigorous and strong. It 
takes nurturing — simply going to 
classes and fulfilling the bare min-
imum won’t cut it. It takes genuine 
investment, heart and soul, into 
the goings-on of  this university.
It grows a little at every meal 
with friends in the cafeteria. It 
grows at every basketball game. 
It grows at every 10 p.m. mass, 
every visit to professors’ offices, 
every late-night study session, ev-
ery overdue library fee and every 
beautiful afternoon spent throw-
ing a baseball on the yard. It even 
grows every time we read this dis-
tinguished publication, for which 
I have had the privilege to write. 
This part of  the self  absorbs the 
spirit of  this place, a truly unique 
spirit not found at every univer-
sity, but only our own. 
And the good news is: that self  
lives on. I have faith that gradu-
ation, the “real world,” even the 
hounds of  hell cannot kill that 
self. It stays with us for whatever 
mad journey comes next. There 
is life after Xavier, in that we can 
trust, because Xavier has given us 
life. 
Michael Petrany is a senior biology 
and philosophy major from Huntington, 
W.Va. 
Life after college: the Great Unknown 
Gifts and challenges of  a Jesuit education
Cornfields. More and more 
cornfields. I weaved in and out of  
lanes as I passed semi-truck after 
semi-truck at 2 in the morning on 
1-71 towards Cincinnati, Ohio. 
The spring of  2010. The last col-
lege visit of  far too many. A young 
kid from the Washington, D.C., 
suburbs making the eight-hour 
trek with his father to check out 
the last college on the list: Xavier 
University. My dad — and faith-
ful co-pilot — was snoring like a 
hibernating bear by my side as we 
pulled into our hotel at 3 in the 
morning.
The next morning we woke 
up bright and early for our 8 a.m. 
tour, our eyes glazed over and cof-
fee clutched in our hands as if  it 
were the elixir of  life. My tired-
ness soon began to fade, partially 
because of  the coffee, but more 
so as I stepped onto Xavier’s cam-
pus for the first time. 
As I walked through the green-
space, I saw students hugging, 
high-fiving and smiling. I entered 
the Gallagher Student Center for 
the first time, and as I looked up 
to the top of  the atrium, I began 
to envision myself  as a Xavier 
student.
 It’s hard to explain in words 
exactly why I picked Xavier, but 
deep down, it was a feeling in my 
gut and not necessarily my heart 
that convinced me that this uni-
versity, this place with these peo-
ple, was where I was supposed to 
be. 
When I first walked into 
Brockman Hall, I was a boy, and 
I will leave this university a man. 
It’s not just because I can now 
grow a beard or go to bars on the 
weekends. It’s because when I was 
younger I thought I had all the 
answers, and now all of  those an-
swers have turned into questions. 
My time at Xavier was only the 
beginning of  my process of  ques-
tioning the world around me and 
my place within it. 
For better or for worse, but 
I like to think for better, I be-
lieve in Xavier’s mission and the 
power of  a Jesuit education.  I’ve 
bought into the mission of  being 
a man for and with others.  Yes, 
at times I’ve had my doubts and 
reservations. I’ve wondered if  I 
might have been brainwashed or 
if  Xavier’s Jesuit mission is used 
solely as an advertisement for our 
university in the interest of  mak-
ing a profit. 
Part of  Xavier’s mission state-
ment is to create “an inclusive en-
vironment of  open and free inqui-
ry” and to “prepare students for a 
world that is increasingly diverse, 
complex, and interdependent.” 
Yet, I still am nervous and fearful 
that the “Xavier bubble” is only 
continuing to grow. 
This upcoming academic year, 
students will be moving into new, 
luxurious apartments instead of  
living and learning among neigh-
bors in Norwood. I’m nervous 
when students don’t show inter-
est in a semester program, living 
and learning in our own city in 
the neighborhood of  Over-the-
Rhine, but will gladly go party 
it up at Japp’s or Neons in that 
same neighborhood on a Friday 
or Saturday night.  I’m also afraid 
that once we put up one fence 
around a basketball court, it will 
become the first of  more fences, 
both figurative and literal, to come 
in the future.
Despite my reservations, I still 
believe that this university in a 
small city in the heart of  this na-
tion is preparing students to have 
a positive impact on the world. 
Xavier is an imperfect place, but 
I love it anyway. I love this com-
munity so much, and that is why I 
critique and question our univer-
sity in hope that we will continue 
to get better as a community.  
We must proceed with cau-
tion as we move forward and be 
mindful that tampering with the 
academic core doesn’t lead to our 
university losing its liberal arts tra-
dition. Maybe some folks at this 
university wouldn’t mind doing 
away with the liberal arts tradi-
tion. I, however, believe that the 
liberal arts tradition is essential in 
allowing professors to guide stu-
dents in cultivating lives that em-
brace reflection, compassion and 
informed action. 
As I leave Xavier University, 
I go out knowing that in a world 
filled with tragic histories of  im-
perialism, colonialism, racism and 
more, a savior mentality is not 
what we need. I will leave Xavier 
University walking humbly as a 
man continuing to learn, driven 
by a commitment to justice and a 
common good.
Brendan Kelly is a senior internation-
al studies major from Olney, Md.
“Xavier is an 
imperfect place, 
but I love it 
anyway.”
Brendan Kelly
editor-in-chief  and managing edi-
tor, I hope they are as filled with 
pride and confidence in handing 
over the paper as I am. 
Working with this staff  has 
truly been a joy and an honor, and 
I am confident that Katherine and 
I are leaving the paper in capable 
hands, even if  it is with great sad-
ness that we do so. 
Most seniors could say some-
thing rather similar about the or-
ganization they’ve chosen to dedi-
cate their time to throughout their 
Xavier career. There is a strong 
sense of  pride in what you’ve ac-
complished, sadness about leav-
ing it behind and confidence in 
your successors. It’s what happens 
when you’ve spent your time do-
ing something you truly love with 
people who share that passion. 
Those people will be what I re-
member long after Xavier’s cam-
pus is no longer where I spend 
most of  my time. The communi-
ties of  people we surround our-
selves with will be scattered across 
the world in a few short months, 
ranging from Xavier’s campus 
to foreign countries. But those 
people shape us in unimaginable 
ways, leave their marks on us and, 
if  we’re lucky, change us for the 
better. 
I consider myself  to be one of  
the lucky ones. 
Sabrina Brown was the editor-in-
chief  of  the Newswire for the 2013-
14 academic year. She is a graduating 
senior English major from Shelby, 
Ohio.
paper even better, and I have ev-
ery confidence in what we can do. 
So much of  what shapes us in 
these four short years lives outside 
the classroom.  For me, it has lived 
in the Newswire office that has be-
come a home for me, figuratively 
and, as a commuter student look-
ing for a place to study on cam-
pus, literally. Our real education 
happens when we step aside from 
our studies and work for some-
thing greater than ourselves.   
With that in mind, I speak now 
directly to our readers: seek out 
work that matters to you. I could 
have stayed in that stall in the 
basement of  Gallagher wondering 
what this work might be like.  But 
instead, I took a chance on some-
thing that I thought might bring 
me fulfillment, and I’ve never 
looked back. 
Whatever your class status, be 
it graduating senior or prospec-
tive freshman, be on the lookout 
for opportunities to expand your 
horizons and try something new. 
You just might be glad that you 
did.
Andrew Koch is the editor-in-
chief  of  the Newswire for the 2014-
15 academic year. He is a junior English 
and advertising major from Cincinnati, 
Ohio.
booth on that sweltering August 
day two years ago and has joined 
me on this crazy ride from the 
beginning; to Taylor, whose guid-
ance and mindfulness have helped 
me as both a writer and a scholar; 
to Meredith, my partner in cam-
pus news crime, for her humor 
and drive that always encourage 
me to be better.  
Mostly, I need to thank our se-
niors: Tim for his hugs and good 
spirit; Patrick for the memes above 
my desk and for making me laugh 
until I cry; John for the baseball 
lessons and my little brother sta-
tus; Yoshi for his endless pictures 
of  our staff  and especially his 
friendship. 
But most of  all, I have to thank 
Katherine and Sabrina, whose 
leadership and tireless work have 
transformed this publication into 
something of  which we can all be 
proud.  
You two set out to make the 
Newswire credible and engaging as 
both a news source and a forum 
for student debate and expres-
sion, and I think I can speak for 
all of  the staff  (both old and new) 




Editors-in-chief  ref lect on year
I’ve read many senior col-umns throughout the course of  my time at 
Xavier. I’ve edited some, been 
present when a few were written 
and read three out-going editor-
in-chief  columns. I never thought 
the time would come when I 
would have to write my own, 
when I would be on this side of  
this particular column. 
Everyone approaches this col-
umn differently. Some share a 
great, profound piece of  wisdom, 
others take the time to thank those 
who have affected them positively 
throughout their time at Xavier 
and some wax nostalgic about 
how fast the time has gone. 
I could write thousands of  
words on any of  those topics, and 
they are all quite worthy. None of  
Much of  my fresh-man year was spent behind the counter 
of  a certain Mediterranean restau-
rant in the basement of  Gallagher. 
We were never especially busy, so 
I was always looking for ways to 
pass the time between mopping 
floors, deep-frying falafel patties 
and shaving pieces of  gyro off  a 
spigot.  
Some days, I would bring 
homework; I was a pre-med stu-
dent back then and would pass the 
time with flashcards featuring the 
Latinate names of  different kinds 
of  worms.  
Other days, I would chat up 
the colorful, rotating cast of  my 
co-workers, one of  whom always 
reminded me to “work hard, not 
smart” and another who always 
carried an unread Agatha Christie 
novel in his back pocket.  
Some days, I would just zone 
out in the grand tradition of  the 
“profound” college student, won-
dering about where my career at 
Xavier might take me.
But most days, I would lean 
against the counter and thumb 
through the week’s Newswire.  It 
seemed so big back then  — a 
gateway into the Xavier commu-
nity that showcased the best and 
brightest of  what students had to 
offer.  I have always loved writ-
ing and longed to be a part of  the 
Newswire team.  But never — not 
even for a second — did I think 
that I would someday have my 
name on the editors’ page, much 
less on a by-line as the incom-
ing editor-in-chief.  I traded my 
job’s ratty uniform snapback for 
a Newsies cap, and I couldn’t be 
happier about it.
To say that working for the 
Newswire these last two years has 
been a great pleasure is an under-
statement.  While our schedule 
might sound crazy to some, I’ve 
never regretted being up late in 
our windowless closet of  an of-
fice.  Even if  I’m not making my 
half-hour commute home until 
2 a.m., Tuesdays have become 
my favorite day of  the week, and 
that’s entirely because of  my little 
Newswire family.
As clichéd as it is of  me, I can’t 
say enough about the incredible 
people I’ve met both as a staff  
writer and especially as a cam-
pus news editor.  And because I 
apparently run this paper now, 
I feel free to take some precious 
space to mention a few of  them 
specifically.  
First, my fellow returning staff: 
to Hollis, who helped me be brave 
enough to go up to the Newswire 
in saying that you succeeded.  I’m 
forever grateful for the opportu-
nities you have given me and as-
sure you that Taylor and I won’t 
let you down.
To Katherine, thank you for 
your patience and warmth.  Thank 
you also for your work with the 
Athenaeum and for entrusting me 
with so wonderful a publication. 
Working with you, both with the 
Athenaeum and the Newswire, has 
been a highlight of  my college 
career.
And finally, I thank our fear-
less leader, Sabrina.  From debates 
about the point of  Chicago Style 
to our late-night lifechats, your 
professionalism, insight, example 
and (most importantly) friend-
ship have molded me into a bet-
ter journalist, leader and person.  I 
would have added an exclamation 
point in there to express to you 
the sincerity of  my gratitude for 
all you have done for me and for 
the Newswire, but I know you bet-
ter than that.  Thanks for every-
thing, chief.
And to my new staff: I know 
we have a lot of  work ahead of  us 
and some big shoes to fill.  But I 
can honestly say that, even on the 
worst days, this work is worth it. 
Together, we have the skills and 
the drive to continue to make this 
them, however, could do justice 
to everything Xavier has given me 
during my time here.  
Perhaps the most central as-
pect of  my Xavier career has been 
my time at the Newswire (shocking, 
I know).
I joined the Newswire staff  as 
a terrified first-year at Club Day 
on the Yard (which was still the 
Greenspace then). Doug Tifft 
(editor-in-chief  at the time) con-
vinced me to sign up to write with 
no prior newspaper experience 
and no clue what I was doing. 
Repeat that story again in six 
months, replacing “write” with 
“apply for sports editor,” and it’s 
the story of  how I began spending 
every Tuesday night in an office 
with an ever-changing staff, hav-
ing a good old time while simulta-
neously dreading those nights. 
There were moments where I 
hated my job. Generally around 1 
a.m. on Tuesdays when I had some 
long-procrastinated paper due the 
next day, to be specific. But, some-
thing I said in my incoming edi-
tor-in-chief  column has become 
more accurate this past year: I’m 
lucky enough to be someone who 
has genuinely loved her job. 
It has been an incredible honor 
to serve as the editor-in-chief  of  
the Newswire, and I have enjoyed 
every minute of  it, even the mo-
ments I hated. 
I have read every word of  ev-
ery page we have printed this year. 
Sometimes those words ended up 
covered with red ink, some moved 
me to tears and some, perhaps the 
ones that affected me the most, 
however, were the ones that came 
from you, whoever you may be. 
One of  my goals as editor-in-
chief  was to produce a paper that 
fostered dialogue on campus, one 
that addressed issues that actu-
ally mattered to the Xavier com-
munity. Every letter to the editor, 
comment online or tweet to the 
Newswire was something I appre-
ciated more than I can express. I 
hoped the paper would be both a 
voice for the Xavier community 
as well as a source of  news, and 
that would have been impossible 
without input from our readers 
(however many of  you that may 
actually apply to). Thank you. 
Seeing the progression of  this 
paper and being granted the op-
portunity to have a role in its 
growth has been beyond hum-
bling, and working with this staff  
has been more rewarding than I 
could have imagined. 
This year’s Newswire staff  has 
become a bit like a family. I joke 
that I’ll never have to have kids 
of  my own because I’ve already 
raised some, and it’s honestly quite 
true. Our staff  had its problem 
children, those who were con-
stantly breaking ‘curfew’ and gave 
me a headache on most Tuesday 
nights. There were those who 
did their work independently and 
quickly, like diligent older chil-
dren. And a few who dabbled in 
both categories. 
I am so proud of  each and ev-
ery one of  them. Each Tuesday 
night, I left the office amazed by 
the sheer talent and dedication of  
this group of  individuals. It is be-
cause of  them that I was proud to 
put my name on this paper each 
week, and I have no doubt that the 
paper will only continue to grow 
under the leadership of  those who 
are returning next year, especially 
those who will be taking the office 
that Katherine and I inhabited.
Andrew and Taylor have shown 
us time and time again how pas-
sionate they are about the work 
they do for this paper; they im-
press me week after week. When 
they look back on their time as 
Looking back and forward: the Newswire is a lifestyle
The bittersweet nature of  ever-changing communities
“I consider myself  
to be one of  the 
lucky ones.” 
A thank you to my 
staff-family 
Editors-in-Chief Sabrina Brown and Andrew Koch in the Newswire office. 
Photo courtesy of Andrew Matsushita






As another year of  Xavier 
sports approaches its end, we 
look back at the first year in the 
Big East.
Fall brought great achievement 
in inaugurating Xavier into the 
new conference. Volleyball had 
a terrific season, finishing with a 
record of  21-11 while wasting no 
time transitioning to a heightened 
level of  play in the Big East by go-
ing 12-4 in conference play.
Men’s and women’s soccer both 
had an impressive year, setting the 
stage for noise to be made around 
on the pitch in future years. Senior 
Nick Hagglund was picked 10th 
overall in this year’s Major League 
Soccer Draft and has begun play 
for Toronto FC.
Cross country also received its 
fair share of  success, highlighted 
by senior Clare Fischer earning a 
spot in the NCAA Championship 
meet.
As 2013 came to a close, the 
winter season gave Xavier fans as 
much to cheer for as they could 
manage. The men’s basketball 
team entered their first season in 
the Big East with high hopes but 
low expectations from preseason 
analysts. Arguably the main cata-
lyst behind the transition into a 
new conference, men’s basket-
ball battled early injuries and a 
revamped roster to earn them a 
well-deserved spot in the First 
Four of  the NCAA tournament.
Men’s swimming may have 
experienced the most success of  
any team across campus by earn-
ing Xavier their first ever Big East 
Championship (highlighted by 
conference Coach of  the Year 
Brent MacDonald and MVP Chad 
Thompson).
Track and field and baseball 
have also lined themselves up to 
close out a successful first year in 
the major conference as the spring 
season winds down. And the 
women’s tennis team finished sec-
ond in the Big East Tournament.
While many outsiders ques-
tioned and criticized Xavier’s 
move to the Big East as a “purely 
basketball decision” it is clear that 
every sport exceeded every expec-
tation set for it. 
While not every team plays its 
games in Cintas before thousands 
of  filled seats, athletic achieve-
ment reaches much further than 
where credit is given. 
This transition to the Big 
East has not only given Xavier 
University a higher level of  com-
petition, but also a more no-
table and recognizable platform 
for the university. The Big East 
Conference has been one of  the 
biggest conferences in sports for 
By adam TorTelli
Staff  Writer
Sports Opinion: Summing up the year in sports
many years. Now that Xavier has 
been promoted to this level, it 
gives the university much more 
recognition in the media and the 
public. 
Perhaps this is marking a new 
era for the university as a whole as 
many changes and renovations are 
being made on campus and in the 
classroom. 
The Big East Conference 
has certainly made an impact on 
Xavier athletics in the eyes of  stu-
dents and fans alike. 
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Xavier athletes excelled off  the 
court as well as on it. 
Xavier prides itself  in having 
each and every student-athlete in 
high academic standing, year in 
and year out. 
With the final sports seasons 
beginning to wind down, it has 
been made clear that all Xavier 
student-athletes played a signifi-
cant role this year in the transition 
to a bigger stage, and there is no 
doubt that Musketeers will have 
their names stamped all over the 
Big East in the near future.















































































Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
The men’s swimming team celebrates its Big East Championship, 
becoming for the first team from Xavier to capture a Big East title.
The men’s basketball team lines up before a home game at Cintas 
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By Patrick PhilliPs
Staff  Writer
Best albums of the year
“the hunger Games: 
catching Fire” – action
Many anticipated the new re-
lease of  the sequel to the success-
ful first film installment of  “The 
Hunger Games.” 
Eyes were set on Jennifer 
Lawrence, who had just recently 
won the Oscar for her work in 
“Silver Linings Playbook.” 
She once again donned her 
bow and arrow and wowed audi-
ences in the deeper, darker sequel, 
“The Hunger Games: Catching 
Fire.” 
Smart directing from Francis 
Lawrence maintained the emo-
tional intensity of  the second 
book by focusing on the internal 
struggles of  Katniss Everdeen. 
This made it one of  the best ac-
tion films of  the past year. 
“Frozen” – animation
As much as people may harp on 
the gaping plot holes of  Disney’s 
latest animated film, “Frozen” is 
still the best animated film of  the 
academic year. 
With an all-star cast, witty 
dialogue and captivating visu-
als, Disney captivated audiences 
young and old. The film show-
cased incredible voice acting and 
impressive comedic timing of  
Kristen Bell and Josh Gad. 
The score, co-written by Robert 
Lopez and Kristen Anderson-
Lopez, is possibly the catchiest 
Disney compilation yet. 
With songs such as “Love is 
an Open Door,” “Do You Want 
to Build a Snowman?” and “Let It 
Go,” “Frozen” was as much a joy 
to listen to as it was to watch. 
“this is the End” – comedy
Seth Rogan and Evan 
Goldberg’s “This is the End” 
held no bars in delivering comedic 
gold. 
Raunchy and outrageous, this 
film succeeded in using the co-
medic talents of  all its star play-
ers: Jay Baruchel, James Franco, 
Danny McBride, Jonah Hill and 
Seth Rogan. 
The film smartly poked fun at 
itself. With few comedic successes 
recently, “This is the End” made 
sure the year was not without its 
dose of  laughs. 
“her” – romance/Drama
Touching and insightful, Spike 
Jonze’s “Her” holds the top spot 
for the 2013-14 academic year’s 
best romance movie. 
Featuring excellent performanc-
es from Joaquin Phoenix, Amy 
Adams and Scarlett Johansson, 
this near-futuristic film delves into 
human relationships with technol-
ogy in a deep manner. 
Phoenix plays with believable 
honesty in his presentation, turn-
ing the seemingly cliché questions 
into high-stakes, driven dialogue 
about human connections. 
It’s this honesty that makes this 
film truly a standout.
“the Grand Budapest 
hotel” – indie
Wes Anderson always pleases 
his audiences. 
With “The Grand Budapest 
Hotel,” Anderson’s stylish cinema-
tography and witty back-and-forth 
dialogue create a masterpiece that 
explores troubling points of  war 
in European history while doing 
so with comedic flair. 
Ralph Fiennes and newcomer 
Tony Revolori are a dynamic duo 
as hotel owner and lobby boy. 
Featuring creative visuals and 
excellent acting, “The Grand 
Budapest” is a creative exploration 
of  friendship amidst hardship.
arctic Monkeys – “aM”
The indie rockers released 
“AM,” a hip hop-infused after-
party album laced with heartache 
and regretful lust. 
The band strips down to its 
roots and balance genuine affec-
tion and sarcasm without tipping 
the scale. Arctic Monkeys’ “AM” 
is easily its best album since the 
band’s debut. 
chvrches – “the Bones of  
What you Believe”
Packed with clean notes and 
expertly-mixed electronic tex-
tures, Chvrches debut studio al-
bum “The Bones of  What You 
Believe” has reached the cross-
roads between electronic dance 
and indie pop scenes. 
Although still in the beginning 
of  its career, Chvrches embraces 
contemporary synthpop notions 
and has listeners anticipating its 
next move. 
haiM – “Days are Gone”
Combining ’90s R&B with 
Fleetwood Mac-esque rhythms, 
the HAIM sisters harness a tightly 
wound sound listeners have come 
to expect. 
“Days Are Gone,” coming sur-
prisingly through Jay-Z’s music la-
bel, Roc Nation, is a new take on 
1970s classic soft rock. 
Eclectic notions and a forward 
direction ensure that HAIM pays 
homage to its forbearers while si-
multaneously nodding to contem-
porary influences. 
the National – “trouble 
Will Find Me”
The National’s sixth studio al-
bum won itself  a Grammy nomi-
nation for Best Alternative Music 
Album, and sold over 74,000 cop-
ies in its first week on shelves. 
Initially hailing from Cincinnati, 
The National is famous for its 
dark, yet relatable lyrics and front-
man Matt Berninger’s haunting 
baritone vocals. 
Pairing its trademark subtle in-
die rock rhythms and guitar with 
slight pop hues, The National’s 
latest album is arguably its best. 
Vampire Weekend – 
“Modern Vampires of  the city”
Vampire Weekend came back 
with its best album yet. “Modern 
Vampires of  the City” reached 
number one on the Billboard 200 
within its first week of  sales, sell-
ing 134,000 copies. 
Experimental instrumentals 
and memorable lead singer and 
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